Acquired cystic disease of the kidney and renal carcinoma in haemodialysis patients: ultrasonographic evaluation.
Ultrasonography was performed in 661 dialysis patients and acquired cystic disease of the kidney was found in 156 (125 men and 31 women). A higher incidence of cystic disease was found in males. There was no significant difference between the patients with and those without acquired cystic disease in terms of average age, but the duration of haemodialysis in those with acquired cystic disease was significantly longer. There was an increased incidence of cystic disease in patients with glomerulonephritis and the duration of haemodialysis in these patients was significantly longer. This suggests that the increased incidence of acquired cystic disease of the kidneys in the patients with glomerulonephritis is simply related to the longer duration of treatment. Twelve patients with renal carcinoma were found in this study. The average age at diagnosis of renal carcinoma was not significantly different between the patients with and those without acquired cystic disease, but the duration of dialysis was significantly longer in renal carcinoma patients with acquired cystic disease. The incidence of renal carcinoma in dialysis patients with acquired cystic disease was 3.85% and in those without it was 1.19%. These rates are considerably higher than those found in the general population and indicate that the risk of renal carcinoma is higher in dialysis patients both with and without acquired cystic disease.